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In eastern South 

► 9 - 

Dak'ota, cle^' hliie skies 
^fraMe spectacutar views 
of shallow wetlands 
and tallgrass premie. 
'Welcome to Madison 
Wetland Management 
District, where you can 
experience magnificent 
prairie vistas, see the 
striking colors of a 
wood duck, and hear 
the song of a western 
meadowlark. 


Aerial view of prairie pothole region 
Thomas Tornow / USFW^ 




Welcome to 
Madison Wetland 
Management 
District 



This blue goose, 
designed by J.N. 
''Ding'' Darling, 
is the symbol 
of the National 
Wildlife Refuge 
System. 
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Wetland management districts 
are little known, but important 
components of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System, a network of lands 
set aside and managed by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) 
specifically for wildlife. The purpose 
of wetland management districts is 
to protect wetlands and grasslands 
for waterfowl, other migratory birds, 
and other wildlife. 

Madison Wetland Management 
District (WMD) was established in 
1969 to help restore and preserve 
vital wildlife habitats of the Prairie 
Pothole Region. This region covers 
313,000 square miles that are filled 
with wetlands, hills, and lakes that 
were formed by glaciers as they 
melted and moved through the area 
more than 10,000 years ago. Today, 
nearly half of all ducks that hatch in 
the continental United States come 
from the Prairie Pothole Region. 

The Madison WMD headquarters 
office is near Madison, South Dakota. 
Madison WMD includes 39,000 acres 
of waterfowl production areas (WPAs) 
in a nine-county area. The counties 
include Brookings, Deuel, Hamlin, 
Kingsbury, Lake, McCook, Miner, 
Minnehaha, and Moody counties. 








Waterfowl 

Production 

Areas 


Snow goose 
inflight (right); 
Ruddy duck 
pair (below) 



Conservation 

Easements 


WPAs are parcels of land purchased 
with funds from the sale of Federal 
Duck Stamps. Approximately 220 
WPAs are located in Madison WMD. 
These lands are managed to provide 
high quality migratory bird habitat 
and are open to the public for hunting 
and other wildlife-dependent activities. 

The existing WPA boundary signs (1) 
on the District will be replaced in the 
near future with signs (2) that will 
feature the image of the green goose. 
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In addition to the federally owned 
properties, the Service purchases 
permanent conservation easements 
from willing landowners to protect 
additional wetland and grassland 
habitats within the District 
boundaries. Currently, conservation 
easements in the District protect 
60,000 acres of wetlands and 
80,000 acres of grasslands. 









Wetlands and 
Grasslands 



Big bluestem, a 
dominant plant 
of the tallgrass 
prairie 


Watching 
American white 
pelicans from 
the observatio7i 
deck located m 

at the District ^ 

headquarters S 

Managing the 
Landscape 


Waterfowl need both wetlands and 
grasslands to live and raise their 
young. The wetlands supply abundant 
food, while thick upland vegetation 
offers ideal nesting sites and safe 
cover for newly hatched ducklings. 
Unfortunately, over time, human 
settlement, agriculture, and 
development have reduced the prairie 
landscape from an ocean of grasses 
to a patchwork of lands in the midst 
of croplands, roads, and cities. 

Amazingly, despite the widespread 
changes to the landscape of eastern 
South Dakota, this area remains a 
key North American waterfowl 
breeding area. It is the combination 
of shallow, temporary wetlands 
and deep, permanent marshes that 
provides needed food and cover 
for a variety of different birds. 

Shallow, temporary wetlands are 
important because they warm 
up first in the spring and produce 
protein-rich food for migrating and 
breeding waterfowl. Deep, permanent 
marshes hold water throughout the 
summer and provide a safe place for 
ducklings to grow. 



Madison Wetland Management 
District sits at the western edge 
of the tallgrass prairie, the most 
threatened ecosystem in North 
America. Because cultivation and 
land development have changed 
the landscape. District staff today 
use a variety of management tools 
to both preserve and restore land 
to native plants by mimicking 
natural processes. 
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Restoration 
and Protection 


Grazing 


Fire 



Prescribed fire 
on the prairie 


When new WPAs are first acquired, 
District staff do extensive habitat 
restoration to increase their value 
to wildlife. Drainage ditches must 
be plugged. Croplands must be 
reseeded to native prairie plants. 

It takes many years of careful 
management before the native 
prairie plants are successfully 
established. Even tracts of native 
prairie on WPAs must be actively 
managed. The use of periodic 
haying, grazing, and prescribed 
burning helps the District staff 
protect these native grasslands 
against invasion of non-native 
plants, such as smooth brome and 
Kentucky blue grass, invading 
trees, and noxious weeds. 

Not so long ago, hundreds of 
thousands of bison grazed the 
grasslands of this region, moving 
about the landscape as they 
needed. When these massive 
herds grazed an area, they 
stimulated native grasses to 
tiller, or spread, their root 
systems. This increases plant 
vigor and diversity, thereby 
reducing weeds. Today, District 
staff use cattle herds to mimic 
the effects of bison grazing. 

Historically, fire helped prevent 
trees and shrubs from taking 
over the tallgrass prairie. 

During the early 1900s, however, 
European American settlers 
began suppressing wildfires 
to protect themselves and 
their homes. Today, prescribed 
fire is used on the District 
to restore and maintain the 
natural ecology of the prairie. 

Fire removes trees and shrubs 
and releases vital nutrients 
back to the soil. Prescribed fire 
also lowers the risk of dangerous 
wildland fires by reducing 
the buildup of old vegetation 
that fuels these wildfires. 
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Madison WMD does more than 
just provide habitat for wildlife. 

The District also provides wildlife- 
dependent recreational opportunities 
for people. All WPAs are open to 
hunting, fishing, trapping, wildlife 
observation, and wildlife photography. 
Note that to protect wildlife habitat, 
only foot travel is permitted on 
WPAs. All motorized vehicles must 
remain on established roads and 
parking lots. 

Eastern South Dakota is a popular 
area for hunting waterfowl, ring¬ 
necked pheasants, and white-tailed 
deer. Non-toxic shot is required for 
small game hunting on WPAs. 
Persons possessing, transporting, 
or carrying firearms on National 
Wildlife Refuge System lands must 
comply with all provisions of state 
and local law. Persons may only use 
(discharge) firearms in accordance 
with refuge regulations (50 CFR 
27.42 and specific refuge regulations 
in 50 CFR Part 32). 

Many lakes throughout the District 
offer good fishing for walleye, perch, 
crappie, and northern pike. For 
further information on hunting, 
fishing, and trapping, check with the 
South Dakota Department of Game, 
Fish and Parks hunting and fishing 
handbooks for details regarding 
hunting licenses, season dates, 
bag limits, and other regulations. 



Viewing Wildlife Spring and fall migrations bring 
and Plants thousands of ducks and geese through 

eastern South Dakota. As many as 
329 bird species can be found here. 
Blue-winged teal, mallard, northern 
pintail, gadwall, redhead, and ruddy 
duck are just some of the waterfowl 
species found throughout the District. 

Native grasses such as big bluestem, 
indiangrass, and switchgrass and 
many wildflowers are abundant 
throughout the District. 


Purple 

coneflower 



Special Places The WPAs described below are some 
to Visit of the more prominent WPAs in the 

District. Their locations are noted on 
the map above. 


1. Coteau Prairie Travel 19 miles east of Watertown, 

WPA South Dakota, on U.S. Highway 212. 

This WPA is 320 acres and contains 
165 acres of upland that has never 
been plowed, a real “jewel” in the 
landscape. Here you will find an 
abundance of native grasses, forbs, 
and sedges once common to the region. 

2. Cox WPA Travel 12 miles south of Watertown on 

U.S. Highway 81. This 1.5-mile long 
WPA contains 350 acres of native sod 
and 80 acres of restored grassland, 
of which 58 acres were reestablished 
to provide habitat for the Dakota 
Skipper butterfly, a candidate species 
for the endangered species list. Here 
you will also see an old wagon trail 
located approximately 1 mile west 
of the parking lot on Highway 81. 










3. Madison WPA 
Complex 



Purple prairie 
clover and 
yellow prairie 
coneflower 


U. Paul 
Errington 
Memorial 
Marsh 


5. Dry LakeWPA 


Travel 2 miles east of Madison and 
three-quarters of a mile south on 
U.S. Highway 19. Here you will find 
the District headquarters and visitor 
center. At the visitor center, learn 
about snow geese and their migration 
journey, listen to the bird calls, and 
enjoy the wildlife art of many South 
Dakota artists. Watch the waterfowl 
and wildlife of Lake Madison from the 
observation deck. The visitor center 
is open weekdays from 8:00 am to 
4:30 pm, except on Federal holidays. 
Travel the interpretive auto tour 
route and view the interpretive 
panels highlighting the history, 
wildlife, and habitat values of the 
tallgrass prairie ecosystem. Or, 
you can take a walk or ride on the 
Highway 19 bike trail beginning at 
the headquarters. 

Travel 10 miles west of Brookings 
on U.S. Highway 14 and 10 miles 
north on 459th Avenue. This 650-acre 
WPA is comprised of shallow and 
deep wetlands surrounded by 
grasslands that provide magnificent 
opportunities to view wildlife. The 
area is dedicated to the memory of 
Paul Errington, outstanding biologist 
and writer whose boyhood days were 
spent in this area. Errington noted, 
'Tor me, as an individual, no other 
natural feature has ever had the 
enduring attraction of an undespoiled 
chain of marshes in an undespoiled 
setting of glacial hills.'^ 

Travel 11 miles west of Brookings 
on U.S. Highway 14, and IV 2 miles 
north on 458th Avenue. This is 
the largest WPA in the District, 
encompassing 1,445 acres of prime 
waterfowl habitat. On the east side 
of the WPA, a 350-acre drained 
wetland basin was restored in 
1996 in cooperation with Ducks 
Unlimited. The surrounding uplands 
were seeded to a diverse mix of 
native species. 


6. Silver Lake 
WPA 


Accessibility 

Information 


Aerial view 
of wetlands 


Travel east of De Smet one-half mile 
on U.S. Highway 14. This 950-acre 
WPA complex provides excellent 
waterfowl habitat with a mix of 
restored wetlands and grasslands. 
This was the lake which Laura 
Ingalls Wilder wrote about in her 
book, By the Shores of Silver Lake, 
Today, the lake is shallower and has 
more vegetation than it did then, 
making it more of a marsh than a lake. 

Equal opportunity to participate 
in and benefit from programs and 
activities of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is available to all 
individuals regardless of physical 
or mental ability. Dial 711 for a free 
connection to the State relay service 
for TTY and voice calls to and from 
the speech and hearing impaired. 

For more information or to address 
accessibility needs, please contact 
District staff at 701 / 724 3598, or the 
U.S. Department of Interior, Office 
of Equal Opportunity, 1849 C Street, 
NW, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
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Madison WMD does more than 
just provide habitat for wildlife. 

The District also provides wildlife- 
dependent recreational opportunities 
for people. All WPAs are open to 
hunting, fishing, trapping, wildlife 
observation, and wildlife photography. 
Note that to protect wildlife habitat, 
only foot travel is permitted on 
WPAs. All motorized vehicles must 
remain on established roads and 
parking lots. 

Eastern South Dakota is a popular 
area for hunting waterfowl, ring¬ 
necked pheasants, and white-tailed 
deer. Non-toxic shot is required for 
small game hunting on WPAs. 
Persons possessing, transporting, 
or carrying firearms on National 
Wildlife Refuge System lands must 
comply with all provisions of state 
and local law. Persons may only use 
(discharge) firearms in accordance 
with refuge regulations (50 CFR 
27.42 and specific refuge regulations 
in 50 CFR Part 32). 

Many lakes throughout the District 
offer good fishing for walleye, perch, 
crappie, and northern pike. For 
further information on hunting, 
fishing, and trapping, check with the 
South Dakota Department of Game, 
Fish and Parks hunting and fishing 
handbooks for details regarding 
hunting licenses, season dates, 
bag limits, and other regulations. 






Viewing Wildlife Spring and fall migrations bring 
and Plants thousands of ducks and geese through 

eastern South Dakota. As many as 
329 bird species can be found here. 
Blue-winged teal, mallard, northern 
pintail, gadwall, redhead, and ruddy 
duck are just some of the waterfowl 
species found throughout the District, 


Native grasses such as big bluestem, 
indiangrass, and switchgrass and 
many wildflowers are abundant 
throughout the District. 
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Special Places The WPAs described below are some 
to Visit of the more prominent WPAs in the 

District. Their locations are noted on 
the map above. 


1. Coteau Prairie Travel 19 miles east of Watertown, 

WPA South Dakota, on U.S. Highway 212. 

This WPA is 320 acres and contains 
165 acres of upland that has never 
been plowed, a real ''jeweP in the 
landscape. Here you will find an 
abundance of native grasses, forbs, 
and sedges once common to the region. 

2. Cox WPA Travel 12 miles south of Watertown on 

U.S. Highway 81. This 1.5-mile long 
WPA contains 350 acres of native sod 
and 80 acres of restored grassland, 
of which 58 acres were reestablished 
to provide habitat for the Dakota 
Skipper butterfly, a candidate species 
for the endangered species list. Here 
you will also see an old wagon trail 
located approximately 1 mile west 
of the parking lot on Highway 81. 
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